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Diocese is celebrating Catholic Schools Week

By Dino Orsatti
Editor

 STEUBENVILLE — Catholic Schools Week is winding 
down in the Diocese of Steubenville and across the country. 
Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton was expected 
to visit all 11 schools in the diocese during the weeklong To Page 3

News Brief

Official
 Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. 
Monforton has announced the following appoint-
ments as members of the College of Consultors 
of the diocese:
 Father James M. Dunfee, Father Thomas 
A. Chillog, Father Thomas A. Nelson, Father 
Nicholas V. Ginnetti and Msgr. Donald E. 
Horak.
 The College of Consultors offers advice to 
the diocesan bishop before he can place more 
important acts of administration and is asked 
to give consent for the bishop to place acts of 
extraordinary administration.
 The five-year appointment is effective Jan. 20, 
2023, through Jan. 19, 2028.

Bishop: ‘It’s the Eucharist that keeps us together’

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton shows the faithful the Eucharist after the fraction rite during 
the celebration of a Eucharistic Revival Mass at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, Jan. 
21. (Photo by DiCenzo)

By Matthew A. DiCenzo
Staff writer

 MARIETTA — Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton 
celebrated a Eucharistic Revival Mass at the Basilica of St. 
Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, Jan. 21, on the Third 
Sunday of Ordinary Time.
 The celebration was the first of three Masses scheduled 
in the Diocese of Steubenville in union with the National 
Eucharistic Revival, a three-year initiative sponsored by 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to help “restore 
understanding and devotion to this great mystery” and by 
helping Catholics renew their “worship of Jesus Christ in 
the Eucharist.”
 According to the National Eucharistic Revival’s website 
– www.eucharisticrevival.org – the first year (June 19, 2022-
June 11, 2023) is the Year of Diocesan Revival. The second 
(June 11, 2023-July 17, 2024) is the Year of Parish Revival. 

To Page 4

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) —  Marriage is not 
a ceremony, a social event, a mere formality or 
an abstract ideal, Pope Francis said. Marriage, 
according to Christian revelation, is a gift from 
God that joins a man and woman together so 
that “the two shall become one flesh,” and “what 
God has joined together, no human being must 
separate,” the pope said, quoting the Gospel of 
Matthew.
 Marriage is also “an extraordinary good, a 
good of extraordinary value for everyone: for 
the spouses themselves, for their children, for all 
families with whom they form relationships, for 
the entire church, for all of humanity,” the pope 
told members of the Roman Rota, a Vatican-based 
tribunal that deals mainly with marriage cases.
 “Every true marriage, even a non-sacramental 
one, is a gift of God to the spouses,” the pope said.  
 “Matrimony is always a gift! Conjugal fidelity 
rests on divine fidelity; conjugal fruitfulness is 
based on divine fruitfulness. Man and woman are 
called to accept this gift and freely correspond to 
it with the reciprocal gift of self.” 
 Pope Francis said, “ There is a great need in the 
church and in the world to rediscover the meaning 
and value of the conjugal union between a man 
and a woman on which the family is based.”

Pope Francis: ‘Marriage is a gift 
from God that benefits everyone’

celebration Jan. 29-Feb.4. Since 1974, National Catholic 
Schools Week is the annual celebration of Catholic education 
in the United States. The theme this year is “Catholic Schools: 
Faith. Excellence. Service.” Schools typically observe the 
annual celebration week with Masses, open houses and 

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton delivers his homily during a Jan. 30 Mass at St. Joseph Church, 
Ironton, for students at St. Lawrence Central School and St. Joseph Central High School, Ironton, during
Catholic Schools Week. (Photo provided)
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Joseph A. Schmidt, director of the diocesan Office of Marriage, Family and 
Respect Life, attends the March for Life in Washington, D.C., with his chil-
dren, from left, Felicity, Gianna and Jonathan. (Photo provided)

Two of the more than 500 Franciscan University of Steubenville students 
carry signs showing their support for life. Franciscan students have been 
present at every March for Life since the first one in 1974. 

Diocesan pro-life Catholics participate in the 50th annual March for Life
By Dino Orsatti

Editor
 WASHINGTON — The 50th anniver-
sary of the March for Life kicked off Jan. 
20, approximately seven months following 
the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn 
Roe v. Wade, the 1973 case that legalized 
abortion across the nation.
 Joseph A. Schmidt, director of the Dio-
cese of Steubenville Office of Marriage, 
Family and Respect Life, attended the 
March for Life in Washington, D.C., with 
his children, Felicity, Gianna and Jonathan.
 Schmidt said, “I’ve attended the March 
about six or seven times now. It’s amaz-
ing how joyful it is. You can’t be there 
and not be touched by the thousands upon 
thousands of young people vocally and 
joyfully promoting their commitment to 
protect and celebrate life!”
 Schmidt’s children said they were moved 
by the event and want to go back next year. 
Jonathan said, “It is really inspiring to know 
there are thousands of pro lifers working 
towards the end of abortion!” And his sister 
Gianna added, “It was super exciting to 
be in the march and see all those people, 
especially so many young people, stand up 
for for life.” 
 Father Jeremiah Hahn, parochial vicar to 
Father Mark A. Moore, pastor of the Athens 
Catholic community, traveled to the nation’s 
capital for the march with students from 
Ohio University, Athens. “I’m so glad I 
could join these young men and women 
in their witness to the Gospel of Life in 
action. We Are a Prolife Generation,” said 
Father Hahn.

 More than 500 students from Franciscan 
University of Steubenvilled also attended  
the March for Life, carrying signs showing 
their support for life. Franciscan University 
students have been present at every march 
since the first one in 1974.
 Pope Francis prayed that God would 
strengthen people’s commitment to pro-
tecting human life at every stage.
 Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican secre-
tary of state, said Pope Francis is “deeply 
grateful for the faithful witness shown 
publicly over the years by all who promote 
and defend the right to life of the most 
innocent and vulnerable members of our 
human family.” 
 The message was sent to the president of 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the U.S. 
Archdiocese of the Military Services, and 
read at the opening Mass of the National 
Prayer Vigil for Life Jan. 19 at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in Washington. 
 “To those taking part in the March for 
Life, and to all who support them by their 
prayers and sacrifices, the Holy Father gladly 
imparts his blessing as a pledge of strength 
and joy in the Lord,” the message said.
 Bishop Michael Burbidge of Arlington, 
Virginia, chair the U.S. Bishops Commit-
tee on Pro-Life Activities, led the opening 
prayer. “Each of us has been given unique 
talents, passions, and roles to play in 
building a culture of life, where the beauty 
and dignity of every person is valued, cel-
ebrated, and protected,” the bishop said.
 Bishop Burbidge added, “For the first 
time in the 49-year history of the March 
for Life, we can say that Roe v. Wade, a 
blight on our nation, our system of justice, 
and our culture is no more.”
 Crowds gathered in front of the Supreme 
Court, where Roe v. Wade was struck down 
June 24, 2022.
 While marching , they chanted, “Hey hey 
ho ho, abortion has got to go.” The chant 
is a slight change from past March for Life 
chants that typically went: “Hey hey ho ho, 
Roe v. Wade has got to go.”
 Jonathan Roumie, the actor who plays 

the role of Jesus in the TV series “The 
Chosen,” approached the podium to roar-
ing cheers from the crowd.
 “God is real and he is completely in love 
with each and every one of you,” Roumie 
said.
 “History has been made. Life has tri-
umphed in an extraordinary way, and the 
light of world, who is Jesus Christ, the 
author of life, his light has burned so very 
brightly within each and every one of 
you. Irrespective of your specific beliefs, 
compelling you forward for one reason or 
another to stand together today to fight for 
the worthiest and noblest cause possible 
– which is to allow the unborn the right 
to enter into the world, and defeat those 
earthly forces who seek to destroy the very 
evidence of them,” he added.
 The daughter of St. Gianna Beretta 
Molla, Gianna Emanuela Molla, spoke 
next at the rally. The saint, a doctor, became 
ill while pregnant with her fourth child and 
was encouraged to abort the baby in an at-
tempt to save her own life. Molla chose life 
and passed away a few days after giving 
birth. The saint’s daughter, also a doctor, 
Gianna Emanuela Molla, said, “I would not 
be here with all of you, if I had not been 
loved so much!”
 Tony Dungy, a former professional 
football player and coach, and current NFL 
analyst, also took the stage. Dungy spoke 
about Damar Hanlin, the NFL player who 
recently collapsed on the football field and 
the public outpouring of prayers that took 
place when it appeared that Hanlin’s life 
was in jeopardy. Unborn babies are not as 
visible and well-known as famous athletes, 
Dungy said, but “those lives are still im-
portant to God, in God’s eyes.”
 Saving their lives is “not the end of the 
story,” though – the mothers and babies 
need our help, he said. Dungy’s wife, 
Lauren, took the stage and spoke about 
their adoption experience, flanked by the 
couple’s now 21-year-old daughter.
 “We are talking about lives,” Lauren 
said. “We need to pray for every woman 
who is in this situation ... we have to pray 
that we have enough adoptive families to 
pray for these precious lives.”

 Katie Yoder from Catholic News 
Agency contributed to this story.

People participate in the March for Life in Washington, D.C., Jan. 20. (Photo 
provided)

Father Jeremiah Hahn joins students from Ohio University, Athens, attending 
the March for Life in Washington, D.C. (Photo provided)
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Diocese is celebrating

other activities for students, families, parishioners and 
community members.
 Permanent Deacon Paul D. Ward, director, Diocese of 
Steubenville Office of Christian Formation and Schools, 
said “Catholic Schools Week is an opportunity to be re-
minded how blessed we really are to have Catholic schools 
and it is an opportunity to celebrate our success. A recent 
study published by the National Catholic Education As-
sociation,  based on data collected by the U.S. Department 
of Education, demonstrates that Catholic schools have the 
highest secondary school graduation rates in the nation 
(based on actual diplomas awarded) at 98.9% (compared 
to the 86% graduation rate of Public schools).
 Deacon Ward added, “Catholic schools boast an 85% 
post-high school college attendance rate, compared to public 
schools at 44% (national average/statistics). Our diocesan 
schools exceed the Catholic school national averages.”
 In October 22, 1983, The Holy See issued a document 
entitled “Charter of the Rights of the Family.” Deacon Ward 
emphasized the importance of this charter that articulates 
parental and family rights, especially as they relate to 
secular society and government. One of the key areas ad-
dressed in this document is the education of children.   
 Article 5 of the charter reads ... 
 Since they have conferred life on their children, parents 
have the original, primary and inalienable right to educate 
them; hence, they must be acknowledged as the first and 
foremost educators of their children.
 a) Parents have the right to educate their children in con-
formity with their moral and religious convictions, taking 
into account the cultural traditions of the family, which 
favor the good, and the dignity of the child; they should 
also receive from society the necessary aid and assistance 
to perform their educational role properly.
 b) Parents have the right to freely choose schools or 
other means necessary to educate their children in keep-
ing with their convictions. Public authorities must ensure 
that public subsidies are so allocated that parents are truly 
free to exercise this right without incurring unjust burdens. 
Parents should not have to sustain, directly or indirectly, 
extra charges, which would deny or unjustly limit the 
exercise of this freedom.
 c) Parents have the right to ensure that their children are 

not compelled to attend classes, which are not in agreement 
with their own moral and religious convictions. In 
particular, sex education is a basic right of the parents and 
must always be carried out under their close supervision, 
whether at home or in educational centers chosen and 
controlled by them.
 d) The rights of parents are violated when a compulsory 
system of education is imposed by the State from which 
all religious formation is excluded.
 e) The primary right of parents to educate their children 
must be upheld in all forms of collaboration between 
parents, teachers and school authorities, and particularly 
in forms of participation designed to give citizens a voice 
in the functioning of schools and in the formulation and 
implementation of educational policies.
 Deacon Ward said, “These are amazing statements ... 
reflecting the Catholic Church’s teaching on the rights and 
role that parents have regarding education of their OWN 
children ... rights that are inviolable, rights that society and 
governing authorities in particular must, not only uphold 
and protect, but assist parents in the ability to exercise them!
 “Today sadly, many of these rights are being violated 
by governing authorities ... especially in the public school 
arena and within the subject matter of human sexuality. 
However, we who live in Ohio are very blessed and have 
reason to give thanks. It is not just because we have the 
right to place our children in a Catholic school setting 
where these parental rights are protected and respected 
... but also because the state of Ohio assists parents with 
the tuition expense of placing their children in a school of 
their choice ... including private and Catholic schools.
 “In our area of Ohio, parents have access to no less than 
five state sponsored scholarship programs to help parents 
with children. One of these is an SGO scholarship, based on 
donations Ohio tax payers can make to help fund a student 
scholarship and receive an Ohio tax credit for the dona-
tion. This is the newest such state scholarship program, 
and the Diocese of Steubenville just received approval 
to participate through the Christ the Teacher Diocesan 
Scholarship Fund. Readers can go to the CTDSF website 
for more information at https://www.diosteub.org/ctdsf,” 
according to Deacon Ward.
 In addition to this new program, he said parents who 
qualify might apply to receive tuition scholarships through 
the two Ohio Ed-Choice Scholarship programs, as well as 
the Jon Peterson Scholarship and the Autism Scholarship, 
for students with special needs.
 The deacon addressed a study completed by the Center 
for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) that found 
a strong correlation between Catholic education and Mass 
attendance among millennials, with Catholic-educated 
young adults seven times more likely to attend Sunday 
Mass than peers who went to public schools.
 Deacon Ward concluded by saying, “I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude to our wonderful school 
teachers and staffs for their dedication, hard work and for 
the sacrifices they make to work in our Catholic schools, 
and often at a much lower salary than what can be offered 
at our counterparts in public education. I especially want 
to thank our Catholic school principals. They are true col-
laborators and colleagues in this important apostolate.
 “I hope that parents and students will find ways to also 
express their appreciation for such service. And may we all 
pray for our ability to continue to provide Catholic educa-
tion to our young people, and that the rights of parents to 
make educational choices for their children will continue 
through the support provided by our generous benefac-
tors and the opportunities offered through scholarships 
provided by the state of Ohio.”
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February
4        Eucharistic Revival Mass, Holy Family Church,
          Steubenville, 4 p.m.
5        Mass, Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, 10 a.m.
7        Mass, Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, 7 a.m.
          Pontifical College Josephinum Board of Trustees
          virtual meeting, 8:30 a.m.
8        Mass, Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, 7 a.m.
          Radio segment, WDEO 990 AM, 10:15 a.m.
              Diocesan Information Solutions Community (DISC)
          2023 Oklahoma City planning meeting, 3:30 p.m.
12      Mass, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Wintersville,
          9:30 a.m.
13      Priests’ Personnel Board virtual meeting,  11 a.m.
              Presbyteral Council meeting, Steubenville, 1:30 p.m.
14      Mass, Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, 7 a.m.
          College of Consultors meeting, Steubenville, 
          10:30 a.m.
15      Mass, Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, 7 a.m.
16      WAOB radio segment, 7:40 a.m., 8:40 a.m. and
          6:40 p.m.

 WASHINGTON — When the first bombs struck Ukraine 
nearly a year ago, aid was already coming in from Catholics 
in the United States through the U.S. bishops’ Collection 
for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe.
 On Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22, Catholics are again en-
couraged to give to this annual collection, which for three 
decades has helped churches in 28 nations to recover from 
communist oppression.  
 “As the war began, Catholics in the United States 
quickly mobilized to help Ukrainians. I pray that you 
will continue that generosity to central and eastern Eu-
rope, bringing healing where there is war, hope where 
there is despair, and faith that will lead to justice and 
peace,” said Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton, 
chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Subcommittee on Aid to the Church in Central and East-
ern Europe. “Last year, thanks to your generosity, some 
dioceses doubled or even tripled their giving, but as the 
war in Ukraine continues, the need continues there, and 
in other countries within the region, the need has also 
grown substantially.”
 In the first few months of the war in Ukraine, the U.S. 
bishops expedited nearly 50 emergency grants for war-
related relief to churches and Catholic organizations in 
Ukraine and several neighboring countries.
 For additional information and resources to promote the 
Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe, 
visit www.usccb.org/ccee.

Collection for Eastern Europe is set Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton is hav-
ing lunch with students from St. Joseph Central 
High School, Ironton. (Photo provided)
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The National Eucharistic Congress will be 
held in Indianapolis from July 17-21, 2024. 
A Year of Going Out on Mission will begin 
July 21, 2024, and conclude on Pentecost 
in 2025. 
 The website states that both the revival 
and congress are a “direct response” to 
Pope Francis’ call for a “‘pastoral and 
missionary conversion which cannot 
leave things as they presently are’ so that 
the church in the United States might 
be ‘permanently in a state of mission’” 
(“Evangelii Gaudium,” No. 25).
 People lined the pews in Marietta for 
the Mass with Bishop Monforton, which 
was concelebrated by Msgr. John Michael 
Campbell, rector of the Basilica of St. Mary 
of the Assumption and pastor of St. Henry 
Parish, Harriettsville.
 The first reading came from Isaiah, 
Chapter 8, Verse 23 through Chapter 9, 
Verse 3, and the second reading came from 
St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, 
Chapter 1, Verses 10-13 and 17. Bishop 
Monforton read the Gospel from Matthew, 
Chapter 4, Verses 12-23. Then, he blessed 
attendees with the Book of the Gospels and 
delivered his homily.
 He began his homily by discussing his 
trips to diocesan Catholic schools. He 
shared a story from his recent visit with the 
second-grade students at St. Mary School, 
Marietta. Bishop Monforton said to the 

Bishop
From Page 1

class, “This year, you are going to receive 
not just one, but two sacraments. What 
are they?” The bishop said the students 
answered the sacrament of reconciliation 
and First Communion. When the bishop 
asked them who do they receive at First 
Communion, they answered, “Jesus.” He 
said “it’s great” for the younger people to 

know their faith, and how they can cat-
echize the older Catholics.
 Bishop Monforton spoke about having 
a strong foundation of faith: “It starts with 
the Eucharist. It’s the Eucharist that makes 
us church. It’s the Eucharist that keeps us 
together because the Eucharist is the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ.” He said, “We 
encounter him in such a proper way, a 
solemn way, when we receive him at the 

ritual of Communion.”
 Also, the bishop reflected on Jesus’ 
words: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” He added, “This is a call to 
unity, not division,” and referenced the 
second reading. He said division is not new 
in the church.
 Bishop Monforton continued, “We must 
have the attitude of the Prophet Isaiah. In 
our first reading, he requires clarity and for-
titude for us to look deep within ourselves. 
Remember, when we receive the Eucharist, 
we become who we receive.”
 The bishop explained how Jesus’ words 
in the Gospel “will stand for not just cen-
turies, but millennia. From the first group 
of people to directly hear his voice, to St. 
Paul’s instruction to the Corinthians, to our 
community here in 2023, ‘the kingdom of 
God is at hand.’ It is not any less now than 
when Jesus walked this earth.”
 Bishop Monforton reiterated, “That’s 
who we receive in the Eucharist. Jesus 
makes us church.” He quoted St. Francis 
of Assisi, stating “we must become ‘instru-
ments of his peace.’ That is the Eucharist, 
the unity within the church.” 
 He concluded: “How blessed we are to 
receive Jesus’ body and blood as gifts of 
the church, as brothers and sisters of Jesus 
Christ.”
 Bishop Monforton celebrated a second 
Eucharistic Revival Mass at St. Lawrence 
O’Toole Church, Ironton, Jan. 28. A third 
Mass will be celebrated at 4 p.m., Feb. 4, 
at Holy Family Church, Steubenville.

Bishop Monforton raises the Book of the Gospels at the altar during the 
singing of the Alleluia, prior to the Gospel reading. (Photos by DiCenzo)

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton celebrates a Eucharistic Revival 
Mass at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, Jan. 21. Msgr. 
John Michael Campbell, rector of the basilica and pastor of St. Henry Parish, 
Harriettsville, concelebrates the Mass.

Parishioners are seen at the end of Mass. Members of the basilica’s choir 
and the St. Mary School, Marietta, children’s choir are pictured in the loft. 
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Preaching peace amid violence: Pope Francis makes fifth trip to africa

Students from Loreto Secondary School and from justice and peace groups in the Diocese of Rumbek, 
South Sudan, pose for a photo during their training walk in Rumbek Jan. 14, in preparation for a nine-
day pilgrimage, walking to Juba for the Feb. 3-5 visit of Pope Francis. (CNS photo/courtesy Sister Orla Treacy)

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis’ fifth trip to the 
African continent will highlight gestures of peace and 
reconciliation, consoling the victims of violence but also 
emphasizing the importance of each person sowing peace 
in the family, the neighborhood and the nation.
 The pope traveled to Kinshasa, Congo, Jan. 31-Feb. 3 
before he made an ecumenical pilgrimage to Juba, South 
Sudan, Feb. 3-5 with Anglican Archbishop Justin Welby 
of Canterbury and the Rev. Iain Greenshields, moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland.
 “It is enough, or it should be enough, that the pope is 
going to support the peace process; but the fact that he 
and his colleagues have committed to doing this as a joint 
visit should be understood to be a spectacular commitment 
to the peace process itself,” said Chris Trott, the British 
ambassador to the Holy See and former British envoy to 
Sudan and South Sudan.
 Although the civil wars in both Congo and South Sudan 
officially have ended, the people continue to suffer from 
horrific acts of violence, which force the large-scale dis-
placement of communities and keep much of the population 
in poverty.
 Both countries are rich in natural resources, which 
makes the poverty even more glaring, but also gives 
the powerful or the disgruntled something else to fight 
over.
 Pope Francis frequently decries the notion that “Africa 
is to be exploited.” As he told the Comboni Missionaries’ 
magazine in an interview published Jan. 14, the world’s 
powerful nations gave Africa “independence halfway: 
they give them economic independence from the ground 
up, but they keep the subsoil to exploit,” extracting oil or 
minerals and paying only a pittance.
 Archbishop Ettore Balestrero, the nuncio to Congo, 
told reporters in Kinshasa Jan. 10 that Pope Francis’ 
plan to visit the country is an acknowledgement of 
Congo as the African nation with the most Catholics 
– close to 50 million faithful – and “the country of the 
first black bishop of the African continent,” Nzingo 
Mpemba, also known as Bishop Henrique de Portugal, 
the son of the ruler of Kongo who was ordained a bishop 
in the early 1500s.
 The theme of the pope’s visit, “All reconciled in Jesus 
Christ,” he said, is a call to the Congolese to set aside 
grudges and unite to end the great suffering of their com-
patriots who live under the constant threat of violence, 
particularly in the eastern part of the country.
 Pope Francis will stay in Kinshasa, the capital, but his 
original itinerary for Congo included a day trip east to 
North Kivu province for Mass and a meeting with the 
survivors of the conflicts there.
 But the violence in North Kivu has flared up again, 
canceling that part of the papal trip.
 In early December Catholics and other Christians took to 
the streets in a protest supported by the Congolese bishops. 
In a message read at the rally, the bishops accused Rwanda, 
and to some extent Uganda, of perpetrating the violence 
in the East through the M23 rebel militia.
 The Congolese government also has blamed Rwanda 
and Uganda for sponsoring the rebel movement and using 
the rebels as cover to steal minerals that are abundant in 
eastern Congo.
 But M23 is one of only dozens of armed groups operating 
in the area. The Allied Democratic Forces, a group affiliated 
with Islamic State, claimed responsibility for the bombing 
of a Pentecostal church in Kasindi Jan. 15, which killed at 
least 14 people.
 In November Bishop Placide Lubamba Ndjibu of Ka-
songo issued a public appeal to the government to restore 
order in the East.

 People need lasting solutions to the disputes over gold 
mining in eastern Congo, which, he said, are “sowing a 
climate of terror and desolation, accompanied by deaths, 
rapes, school closures, the destruction of food reserves and 
looting of livestock.”
 Looting livestock is a major problem in South Sudan 
as well and is related to the problem of forcing young 
women into early marriage, a problem Irish Loreto Sister 
Orla Treacy has been fighting for decades.
 In 2005, six years before South Sudan achieved its inde-
pendence from Sudan after 50 years of war, Sister Treacy 
and two other Irish sisters arrived in Rumbek to open a 
school for girls. The students were accepted only if their 
parents signed a promise to allow the girls to complete 
high school and not marry them off in exchange for cattle, 
which is the most stable currency in the land and the chief 
sign of wealth.
 Sister Treacy told Catholic News Service Jan. 15 that so 
far, “we have had a good year in Rumbek, the best, I can 
say” in terms of peace and of keeping students in school. 
“We have a new, strong governor who has worked with the 
different communities to try and help to build peace. He 
has also passed a bill against early and forced marriage. 
We still get troubles but at least now we can quote the 
governor and tell families to go to him if they don’t like 
our answer!”
 The Irish sister and some 50 students and members of 
justice and peace committees in the Diocese of Rumbek 
were in training in mid-January. They are planning a 
nine-day, 200-mile walk to Juba to join Pope Francis, 

Archbishop Welby and the Rev. Greenshields for an 
ecumenical prayer service for peace.
 The visit, she said, can “help to shine a spotlight on 
South Sudan. We hope that it will generate world interest 
and also help push our leaders to keep working for peace 
and development.”
 Ambassador Trott, who was involved in negotiating the 
2018 peace agreement among the major actors in South 
Sudan’s civil war, said the ongoing conflicts have an 
ethnic element because they are regional, but “at its heart 
is about access and control of resources,” including oil, 
minerals, water and rich farmland. “This fight has always 
been about who benefits from those resources and who 
controls them.”
 “This is where the churches come in,” he said, because 
a peace process can address power and resource sharing, 
but the success of an agreement depends on a willingness 
to implement it and to reconcile with former enemies for 
the good of the nation.
 “Diplomats can only talk to their heads or about their 
pockets,” the ambassador said. “But I think the three 
ecumenical leaders can really appeal to people’s sense 
of responsibility” and what they want their legacy to 
be.
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‘The Theology of the Body’
The Virtue of Chastity

passions and desires, 
and therefore growth 
in holiness. Holiness 
is conformity to and 
identity with God and 
his will.
 Just as an aside, 
we might speculate 
a bit on the status 
of mankind before 
and after the fall into 
original sin. Man-
kind in its present 
state finds it easy to 
sin, and especially so 
with regard to sins 
against chastity. To give in to temptation is the easier 
way, the path of least resistance. To resist such tempta-
tion is the harder way, it is going against the stream, so 
to speak. That is one of the results of original sin. The 
old Baltimore Catechism described it as “the darkening 
of our intellect and the weakening of our will.” In the 
state of primeval innocence, before the fall, that would 
not be the case.
 IT Is QUITe ReAsoNABle to assume that prior 
to the fall, the easier course would be to resist tempta-
tion and follow God’s will. Not succumbing to tempta-
tion would have been the path of least resistance, the 
easier way. However, we must also keep in mind that 
through the redemption by Christ, the very effects of 
sin have been transformed into instruments of grace. 
Our temptations should not be seen merely as traps set 
to ensnare us into sin, but as challenges and opportu-
nities to grow in virtue. The more we do so, the more 
we reflect the image of Christ himself. Growing in the 
image of Christ is one way to describe the goal of our 
spiritual life.
 John Paul puts it this way: “... Paul considers purity not 
only as a capacity (that is, an aptitude) of man’s subjective 
faculties, but at the same time, as a concrete manifestation 
of life according to the Spirit. In this life, human capacity 
is interiorly made fruitful and enriched by what Paul calls 
the “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal 5:22).

By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Emeritus Gilbert I. Sheldon

 note: This article was originally published in the Jan. 
13, 2006, edition of The steubenville Register.

 St. Paul offers some significant contributions to the 
Theology of the Body. One of them is in his First Letter 
to the Thessalonians: “For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification, that you abstain from unchastity; that each 
one of you know how to control his body in holiness and 
honor, not in the passion of lust like heathens who do not 
know God. ... God has not called us for uncleanness, but 
in holiness. Therefore, whoever disregards this, disregards 
not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you” (1 Thes 
4:3-5,7-7).
 The late Pope John Paul II analyzes these lines almost 
word by word. Chastity, or purity, is a capacity or an ap-
titude. It is something that is developed by practice, and 
therefore a habit. Habits can be physical, as in the case of a 
golf swing or a ballet step. Physical habits involve muscles, 
nerves and coordination with the senses, particularly that 
of sight. Mental habits affect such things as study, memo-
rization, etc. In all cases the key to developing a habit is 
exercise. Repetition is the name of the game when it comes 
to habits and skills.
 HaBITs Can Be DeVeloPeD also by the human 
will, which is the realm of morality. Moral habits are either 
“virtues” or “vices,” depending on 
whether they are in conformity with, 
or opposed to, the will of God. His 
will in regard to matters of morality 
has been manifested in his revelation 
to us. We have seen that revelation in 
our consideration of the Ten Commandments, and their 
elaboration and enhancement by Our Lord himself in the 
Sermon on the Mount.
 The Catechism of the Catholic Church deals with the 
subject of virtue and vice in its Part Three: “Life in Christ.” 
The first chapter of Part Three is entitled “Life in the 
Spirit,” which takes up the commandments.
 The Sixth Commandment is treated specifically in Article 6, 
which deals with the virtue of chastity and its opposite vices.

As in all habits – physical, mental or moral – repeated 
actions entrench the habit, whether for good or for evil. 
Resisting temptation, especially in sexual desires, may be 
difficult, but repeated resistance makes it easier. By the 
same token, repeated yielding to temptation makes the 
next lapse into sin so much the easier.
 PoPe JoHn Paul refers to St. Thomas Aquinas in 
this regard: “Thomas Aquinas sees ... the object of purity 
in the faculty of sensitive desire, which he calls “appetitus 
concupiscibilis” (the desirous appetite). This faculty must 
be mastered, subordinated and made capable of acting in a 
way that is in conformity with virtue, in order that purity 
may be attributed to man. According to this concept, purity 
consists ... in containing the impulse of sensitive desire, 
which has as its object what is corporeal and sexual in 
man. Purity is a different form of the virtue of temperance.” 
The word, “lust,” refers to that desirous appetite in its 
uncontrolled or untamed form. In itself, lust is a passion, 
that is, a movement or urge of our sentient make-up. Like 
the passion of anger, it is something that we feel, rather 
than something we do. How we react to that feeling will 
determine whether we are committing an act of virtue or 
an act of sin.
 A parent may become angry with a recalcitrant child. 
So far, that is not a moral act. Only when the intellect and 
will become involved does it become so. The parent may, 
in spite of the anger, patiently admonish the child. That’s 
an act of the virtue of patience. Or he/she may fly off the 

handle and beat the child viciously, as 
has been known to happen. That’s an 
example of the sin of anger. Feeling 
angry is not sinful, acting out of anger 
is. Likewise, with the passion of lust. 
The experience of sexual attraction 

is “amoral” in itself, meaning neither morally good or 
bad. Acting upon that feeling by willfully entertaining the 
thought or pleasure is sinful. Resisting it is an act of the 
virtue of chastity.
 The pope sees in the above quotation of St. Paul to 
the Thessalonians another facet: The virtue of chastity/
purity has both a positive and a negative dimension. 
The negative side, of course, is abstention from sin by 
resisting temptation. The positive side is control of our 

Bishop Sheldon

“Holiness is conformity to and 
identity with God and his will.”

The Forgotten Season of Septuagesima

Father Ward

By Father Nicholas S. Ward

 Holiday preparation is important. Having just come out 
of the Christmas cycle, I think we are all acutely aware of 
that. And now, anticipating Easter, preparing for a major 
festival of the church is something that should once again 
occupy our attention. I must say, my fondness for Easter is 
something which has only increased with time. Perhaps it is 
in a small part because Easter is not nearly as commercial-
ized in secular culture as Christmas, and I feel that I can 
enjoy Easter as a Catholic “in peace” without being told by 
retailers and influencers what to buy or listen to or look at 

from early November 
to Dec. 24 (which 
isn’t really the Christ-
mas season anyway).  
More than that how-
ever is that I find, 
again with increased 
age, the Easter mes-
sage hits deeper, the 
significance of these 
holy days and the 
great paschal work of 
Christ resonates with 
this sinner-priest who 

is only too blessed to be permitted to partake in the celebra-
tion of our salvation. In light of this, Lent too has become 
for me increasingly valuable as a time of preparation, and 
also of purification and refocus. 
 The time Lent affords us to prepare our hearts and our 
lives for the celebration of the Easter feast is important. 
But what about pre-lent preparation? Can you pregame a 
pregame? This is what Septuagesima sought to accomplish.  
Until the calendar reforms by the Concilium of Vatican 
II, Septuagesima (pronounced sep-too-uh-JESS-imm-a) 
or “seventieth” begins on the ninth Sunday before Easter, 
runs through the next two Sundays (Sexagesima and Quin-
quagesima) until Ash Wednesday, which begins the season 
of Lent (also called Quadragesima or “fortieth” or “forty-
day-tide”). Septuagesima begins what can be alternatively 
called Septuagesima, simply Gesima or Shrovetide, the 
former great Lenten pregame which accomplished the task 
of getting us all hyped and ready for the great fast of Lent.  
It also had a symbolic significance; where the symbolic 
(if not actual) 40 days of Lent stands for the 40 days and 
nights of Our Lord’s great fast in the wilderness, Septua-
gesima stands for the 70 years of the Babylonian exile. In 
this way, just as the Jews had to do penance for 70 years 
in Babylon for their idolatry, so Christians also observe 
70 days of getting right with the Lord through works of 
penance. Liturgically, purple was worn through this time 

and the use of the “Alleluia” was suppressed beginning 
with this Sunday until the great vigil of Easter.  
 Why do I bring up this observance, now defunct in the 
new calendar? Because as I said, preparation is important.  

To Page 8
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retained as the principal auditor. You will recall that we 
utilized Schneider Downs in 2018 when the financial mal-
feasance was discovered in the diocese and the eventual 
results were provided to the civil authorities. Coordinat-
ing with Schneider Downs will be three diocesan chief 
financial officers:  one from the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 
another from the Diocese of Columbus and a third from 
the Diocese of Youngstown.  
 Furthermore, the facilitator for this audit will be the 
metropolitan archbishop of Cincinnati. All of this is being 
conducted in communication with the Holy See. While a 
timeline has not yet been established for potential results 
from the audit, I am most grateful for the diligent work 
that is being conducted.  
 As we embark into the final weeks of Ordinary Time, 
before we press that liturgical pause button and enter the 
penitential season of Lent, may we keep each other in 
prayer recognizing we are fellow pilgrims on the way. You 
and I have much work to do to instruct a culture that in 
Jesus Christ there always is hope and our faithful encounter 
with him remains our end game.

Stay holy; stay healthy; stay safe.

By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton

 “Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be com-
forted” (Mt 5:4).

 The word com-passion means to suffer with. Whether or 
not we are talking about a mother bandaging her daughter’s 
scraped knee or a son patiently or impatiently tending to 
the bedside of a dying father, we have a host of moments 
in our lives. On that note, how attentive are we to those 
who are disenfranchised, those who are suffering perhaps 
physically, mentally, or spiritually?
 Last month, I took my annual eight-day private retreat 
and the late Pope Benedict XVI’s book, “Jesus of Nazareth” 
accompanied me on the spiritual journey. In his book, Pope 
Benedict underscored that the intent of the Sermon on the 
Mount was not the institution of a new social program.  
These words of Jesus are intended to inspire us, influence 
word and action, which then permits our faith to gener-
ate the strength of renunciation of self and responsibility 
toward neighbor. Only then will justice flourish. Pope 
Benedict referenced St. Francis of Assisi in the creation 
of the Third Order of Franciscans for the emphasis is not 
on the distinction between radical commitment and neces-
sity of living in the world. The Third Order accepts with 
humility the task of one’s worldly profession as a require-
ment all the while directing one’s life to a deeper interior 
communion with Jesus Christ.
 In our mourning, we recognize our fallenness and yet 
how the Lord has redeemed us in order that we may share 
in the very joy of the Lord. You see, true mourning is a 
profound act of faith. Though it can feel like despair, it has 
a deeper meaning: hope. Mourning includes love even in 
the most tragic of circumstances, but it is the opposite of 
resignation to irretrievable loss. Unlike stoic resignation, 
hopeful mourning is a Christian virtue.
 We grow in empathy as we listen or pay attention to 
people mourning.  As Jesus listened, so do we. Think about 
Jesus’ visit with Martha and Mary at the death of Lazarus. 
Jesus took the news quite hard.  
 We live in a world in which social media can promote 
the lack of empathy, mercy, even love. Instead replacing 
that with a narcissistic culture in which listening becomes 
less common and is replaced by self-serving preaching.  
We must remember that in a world of information tech-
nology, information is not necessarily communication.  

As a church, we grow stronger as we address the deepest 
wounds that we encounter over the centuries. As St. Paul 
clearly states in 1 Corinthians, Chapter 5, that God does 
want salvation for all and this was the primary concern of 
the Apostles’ heart. Anyone who has read St. Augustine’s 
“Confessions” can identify the hope and love resultant of 
one’s mourning. Yes, certainly God does provide the com-
fort needed if you and I pay closer attention to our deeper 
encounter with Jesus Christ, which includes assisting our 
fellow brothers and sisters in their own challenging journey 
of mourning. We have a distinct role in “Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”

Catholic schools Week
 By the time this article is published, I will have trav-
eled most of our diocese visiting our 11 Catholic schools 
(weather permitting). Since January 2013, I have had the 
privilege to begin from our southernmost location for 
Catholic schools, that is Ironton, to our northernmost lo-
cation of Catholic schools, namely Steubenville. It seems 
to me that it is certainly important for the shepherd of our 
diocese to visit our schools this week and to encourage our 
young sisters and brothers in the faith. They are not just the 
future co-workers in the Lord’s vineyard; they are effective 
co-workers now. We have the opportunity to equip them 
with the most helpful tools, especially the truth that Jesus 
is the only way, the only truth and the only life.
 Catholic schools have the responsibilities to set the 
standard when it comes to exercising Christian virtue in 
a world that has a tendency not to elevate virtue as nec-
essary for a just and peaceable society. Without virtue, 
neither justice nor peace can be achieved. As many may 
be aware, the “Catholic” title on the wall of the school 
does not guarantee Catholic identity, for it takes the good 
people within the school walls to proclaim the good news 
for all to hear.  
      

Diocesan ongoing Conversation
 As a diocese, we have taken a step back. We are looking 
at options and it is on me to make certain we do the right 
thing for the people of God. Thank you for the construc-
tive recommendations and suggestions from those who 
contributed to our diocesan survey, as well as thoughtful 
letters sent to me proposing options for the way forward 
for the Catholic Church in the Ohio Valley.
 On the financial end, a Diocesan Health Audit has com-
menced and the audit firm Schneider Downs has been 

Bishop Monforton

Blessed Are Those Who Mourn

Father Rolheiser

By Father Ron Rolheiser

 In his “Confessions,” St. Augustine describes how his 
conversion to Christianity involved two separate moments 

of grace, the first that 
convinced him intel-
lectually that Chris-
tianity was correct, 
and the second that 
empowered him to 
live out what he be-
lieved. There were 
nearly nine years 
between these two 
conversions and it 
was during those nine 
years that he said his 
famous prayer: Lord 
make me a good and 

chaste Christian – but not yet.
Interestingly, a contemporary of his, also a saint, 

Ephraim the Syrian (A.D. 306-373) wrote a similar prayer: 
O my beloved, how daily I default and daily do repent. I 
build up for an hour and an hour overthrows what I have 
built. At evening I say, tomorrow I will repent, but when 
morning comes, joyous I waste the day. Again, at evening I 
say, I shall keep vigil all night and I shall entreat the Lord 
to have mercy on my sins. But when the night is come, I 
am full of sleep.

What Augustine and Ephraim describe with such 
clarity (and not without a touch of humor) is one of the 
real difficulties we face in our struggle to grow in faith 
and human maturity, namely, the tendency to go through 
life saying: “Yes, I need to do better. I need to bear down 
and work at overcoming my bad habits, but now is not 
the time!”
 It’s consoling to know that a number of saints struggled 
for years with mediocrity, laziness and bad habits, and that 

they, like us, could for years give in to those things with 
the shrug: “Tomorrow, I will make a new start!” For a few 
years, one of Augustine’s expressions was, “tomorrow and 
tomorrow!”
 “Yes, but not yet!” How often does this describe us? 
I want to be a good Christian and a good person. I want 
to live more by faith, be less lazy, less selfish, more gra-
cious to others, more contemplative, less given over to 
anger, bitterness, paranoia and judgment of others. I want 
to stop giving in to gossip and slander. I want to be more 
realistically involved in justice. I want a better prayer life. 
I want to take time for things, spend more time with my 
family, smell the flowers, drive slower, be more patient 
and be less hurried. I have a number of bad habits that I 
need to change, there are still areas of bitterness in me, I 
am defaulting on so many things, I really need to change, 
but now is not the time.
 First, I need to first work through a particular relationship, 

Tomorrow and Tomorrow

To Page 8
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By Sister Constance Veit

 I attended SEEK23, the annual confer-
ence of the Fellowship of Catholic Univer-
sity Students (FOCUS), at the beginning of 
January.
 Our sisters have attended this event for 
many years and we have seen it evolve 
from a modest gathering of several hun-
dred college students in a hotel to a huge, 
intergenerational event with 17,000 par-
ticipants.
 One of the first people I encountered 
was a young priest who had volunteered 
with our sisters as a seminarian and who 
currently serves in a university parish in 
the Rocky Mountain region.
 I asked him about his ministry, thinking 
that a university parish must be a perfect 
combination of generations and back-
grounds. I was surprised by his reply! 
 He told me that it is actually quite 
challenging for him and his collaborators 
because various age groups have different 
needs and aspirations and they live more 
or less separate lives. Whenever the parish 
invests time or funds in one age cohort, he 
said, the others seem to resent it.
 How sad! I am passionate about bringing 
young people and seniors together and as-
sumed this type of parish would be the ideal 
place for intergenerational relationships. 

How Can Elderly Help the Young

 The young priest told 
me that he has succeeded 
in bringing teens to visit 
seniors in a local assisted 
living facility but it is 
more difficult to interest 
active seniors – those still 
living on their own – to 
get more involved in the 
parish where they could 
engage with families and 
young people. 
 We brainstormed about 
how he might motivate 
young people to perform 
acts of service for seniors 
living in the community – from shoveling 
snow and helping with home improve-
ments, to helping seniors get up to speed 
with the internet and social media. 
 We also talked about how he might draw 
young and old together for social events in 
the parish as well as how the generations 
might join forces to serve the community. 
 Pro-life work, outreach to individuals 
dealing with poverty and groups living on 
the peripheries, ecological initiatives and 
fundraising efforts to support refugees are 
just a few examples of charitable efforts 
that could be undertaken by intergenera-
tional parish teams. 
 Finally, I shared my conviction that older 

Sister Veit

people have a special 
calling – an authentic 
mission – to mentor the 
young and inspire hope 
in them by sharing their 
own life experiences, 
dreams and wisdom. 

Even when they seem 
accomplished and self-
sufficient, young people 
need guidance and af-
firmation. They want 
role models and wisdom 
figures who look on them 
with fresh eyes, discern 
their potential and ac-

company them on their journey.
 In “Christus Vivit,” Pope Francis wrote, 
“The community has an important role in 
the accompaniment of young people; it 
should feel collectively responsible for 
accepting, motivating, encouraging and 
challenging them. All should regard young 
people with understanding, appreciation 
and affection, and avoid constantly judging 
them or demanding of them a perfection 
beyond their years.”
 Pope Francis’ words to older people 
shows his concern for them, but also shows 
his conviction that they have a serious 
responsibility to younger generations. As I 
feel myself aging, I sense this responsibility 

very personally.
 In the book, “Sharing the Wisdom of 
Age,” he wrote, “What do I ask of the 
elders among whom I count myself? I call 
us to be memory keepers ... where prayers 
of supplication and songs of praise sup-
port the larger community that works and 
struggles in the field of life.”
 He continued, “I also urge that we take 
action! ... As elders, we can thank the Lord 
for the many benefits we have received. ... 
We can remind today’s young people, who 
have their own blend of heroic ambitions 
and insecurities, that a life without love 
is an arid life. We can tell fearful young 
people that anxiety about the future can 
be overcome.”
 Clearly, the church as a whole, and 
each local faith community, needs se-
niors who take their unique mission 
seriously. 
 If you have witnessed initiatives foster-
ing the role of seniors as mentors or the 
effective partnering of young people and 
elders in your parish, I would love to hear 
from you! Please email me at serenity@
LittleSistersofthePoor.org.

 sister Veit is the communications di-
rector for the little sisters of the Poor 
in the united states and an occupational 
therapist.

The Forgotten
The fact that Lent itself has a prep period 
indicates something:  Lent ought to require 
preparation because Lent ought to be dif-
ficult. It should involve a greater degree of 
penance and prayer and almsgiving than 
what we’re used to. Frankly, the modern 
Christian’s capacity for penance is pathetic 
(I speak as a pathetic modern Christian 
myself). I think we can (and must) give up 
the farce that simply giving up fish meat 
on Fridays (now reduced just to Lent) and 
fasting two days a year constitutes enough 
penance to do us good.  The Orthodox, for 
example, consider fasting to exclude all 
animal products, olive oil (which would 
exclude fried food) and alcohol. When 
did we in the West get so wimpy? Is there 
more we can do to actually make Lent 
penitential? 
 One of my friends this year is attempting 

From Page 6 the Exodus 90 challenge, which is gain-
ing popularity especially among young 
Catholic men and is something I think we 
really ought to use more of. The Exodus 
90 challenge starts not 40, not 70, but 90 
days before Easter. It involves (among 
other things) cold showers, daily exercise, 
fasting, increased prayer and the abstinence 
of video games, excessive media usage, 
and of sugary foods and beverages. As 
the time period suggests, it doesn’t only 
include Lent, but goes above and beyond.  
I can personally attest to the spiritual (and 
physical) benefits of the challenge, and can 
see why its so popular: it’s not because it 
is easy, but precisely because it is difficult 
and demands something from you.  
 I think the current practice of fasting and 
self-denial in the West is so deficient that 
many people consider fasting to be a joke, 
or simply disregard it completely.  It’s easy 

to see why: a fast (or a faith) which only 
requires the bare minimum will also yield 
minimum results.  We used to speak of fast-
ing as a “discipline” because that’s what 
it required and that’s what it produced, 
strength and discipline.
 The church needs to fortify her weak 
members through the strength that only 
comes from greater prayer and penance 
from her members. Perhaps her pastors 
can do this by using the weeks prior, as 
has been done in the past, to preach on the 
importance of fasting and abstinence in 
preparation for Lent. But I think as Lent 
approaches and Shrovetide begins, we 
should all take a few weeks to think about 
how this Lent will be different. Perhaps we 
shouldn’t wait until the night before (or the 
morning of) Ash Wednesday to determine 
what penances we will do this year. Take a 
few weeks to think about it. Bring it to the 

Lord in prayer. Ask God: “How can I suffer 
with you? How can I make reparation for 
my sins? What excesses do I need less of 
in my life? For whom can I do penances 
for? How can I be more generous in my 
giving?” These questions are worthy of 
prayerful discernment, not just in Lent or 
pre-Lent, but ultimately throughout the 
year too.  
 Personally, I find that Lent is an amazing 
time in the church’s year, and the more I 
put into it the more I get out of it. It’s worth 
thinking about, worth planning out and 
thankfully we have a few weeks to do just 
that. 

 Father Ward is parochial vicar to 
Father Wayne e. morris, pastor of st. 
ann Parish, Chesapeake; st. Joseph and 
st. lawrence o’Toole parishes, Ironton; 
and st. mary mission, Pine Grove.

Tomorrow
From Page 7

grow older, change jobs, get married, get 
rested, get healthy, finish school, have a 
needed vacation, let some wounds heal, get 
the kids out of the house, retire, move to a 
new parish and get away from this situation 
– then I will get serious about changing all 
this. Lord, make me a more mature person 
and Christian, but not yet!
 In the end, that’s not a good prayer. 
Augustine tells us that, for years, as he 
said this prayer he was able to rationalize 
his own mediocrity. However, a cataclysm 
began building inside him. God is infinitely 
patient with us, but our own patience with 
ourselves eventually wears out and, at a 

point, we can no longer continue as before.
 In Book 8 of the “Confessions,” Au-
gustine shares how one day, sitting in a 
garden, he was overwhelmed with his own 
immaturity and mediocrity and “a great 
storm broke within me, bringing with it 
a great deluge of tears. ... I flung myself 
down beneath a fig tree and gave way to the 
tears which now streamed from my eyes 
... in my misery I kept crying, ‘How long 
shall I go on saying, tomorrow, tomorrow. 
Why not now?’” When he got up from 
the ground, his life had changed; he never 
again finished a prayer with that little nu-
ance, “but not yet.”
 We all have certain habits in our lives 

which we know are bad, but which for a 
variety of reasons (laziness, addiction, lack 
of moral strength, fatigue, anger, paranoia, 
jealousy, or the pressure of family or 
friends) we are reluctant to break. We sense 
our mediocrity, but take consolation in our 
humanity, knowing that everyone (save 
full-blown saints) often have this spoken 
or unspoken caveat in their prayers, “Yes, 
Lord, but not yet!”
 Indeed, there is in fact a valid consola-
tion in this prayer in that it recognizes 
something important inside the infinite 
understanding and mercy of God. God, I 
suspect, copes better with our faults than 
we cope with them and others cope with us. 

However, like Augustine, even as we say, 
“tomorrow and tomorrow” a storm steadily 
continues to build within us and, sooner or 
later, our own mediocrity will sicken us 
enough to cause us say, “Why not now?”
 When the Psalmist says, “Sing to the 
Lord a new song,” we might ask ourselves, 
what is the old song? It’s the one that ends 
with us praying, Yes, Lord, but not yet!

 Father Rolheiser, a missionary oblate 
of mary Immaculate priest, is an author, 
a retreat master and a newspaper 
columnist. more information about his 
ministry is available on his website: 
www.ronrolheiser.com.
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Anglican Archbishop Ian Ernest, the archbishop of Canterbury’s represen-
tative in Rome, speaks during a news conference at the Vatican Jan. 23. 
Speakers discussed an upcoming ecumenical prayer vigil to be held Sept. 
30, 2023, before the meeting of the Synod of Bishops. Also pictured are 
Brother Alois Leser, left, prior of the Taizé ecumenical community in France, 
and Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich of Luxembourg, relator general of the 
Synod of Bishops. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Church tensions are not new or all bad, says Cardinal Hollerich
By Cindy Wooden

Catholic News Service
 VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis did not 
need to launch listening sessions for the 
Synod of Bishops for people to discover 
there are tensions in the Catholic Church, 
said the cardinal serving as the synod’s 
relator general.
 “We do not need the synod in the Catho-
lic Church in order to experience tensions,” 
Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich of Luxem-
bourg, relator general of the synod, told 
reporters at the Vatican Jan. 23. “These 
tensions come from the fact that each one 
honestly wants to see or share how we can 
follow Christ and proclaim Christ in the 
world today. That is the source of tension.”
 The cardinal and Brother Alois, prior of 
the ecumenical Taizé Community, along 
with representatives from other Christian 
churches met reporters to talk about the 
ecumenical prayer vigil Pope Francis an-
nounced would precede the opening of the 
synod assembly and about their churches’ 
experiences of synodality.
 In another change to how the Synod 
of Bishops functions, Cardinal Hollerich 
announced, Pope Francis has decided the 
assembly of bishops and other represen-
tatives will spend three days on retreat 
outside Rome before beginning the synod’s 
working sessions Oct. 4.

 Anglican Archbishop Ian Ernest, the 
archbishop of Canterbury’s personal 
representative to the Holy See, noted the 
Anglican Communion’s long experience 
with forms of synodality that include 
bishops, priests and laity listening to each 
other and to the Holy Spirit.

 But asked about ongoing tensions within 
the Anglican Communion over issues such 
as the ordination of women as priests and 
bishops and blessings or marriages for gay 
couples, Archbishop Ernest said, “When 
we talk about unity, it is not uniformity. 
We should give space to those who have 
a different opinion on certain matters; we 
should be able to listen to them with one’s 
heart and engage with them to know where 
they are. That has been the experience of 
Anglican synodality.”
 A synodal way of proceeding, he said, 
helps each person clarify their hopes, 
dreams and convictions while also learn-
ing to listen to others, pray for them and 
“engage in difficult conversations, looking 
where the Holy Spirit is guiding us to.”
 Cardinal Hollerich noted that the docu-
ment for the current continental phase of 
the synod acknowledged the tensions in 
the Catholic Church but also insisted that, 
if the church is a tent, tension on the lines 
is needed to hold it up.

 “The synod, the listening to the word of 
God, the listening to the Spirit, being to-
gether on the way, will ease bad tensions,” 
he said. “We do not want bad tensions 
destroying the church, but good tensions 
sometimes are necessary for harmony.”
 “That there are different opinions in the 
Catholic Church is quite normal,” he said, 
especially at a time when the church is try-
ing to figure out the best ways to proclaim 
Christ in a time of such rapid change.
 The synod is not dividing Catholics, 
the cardinal said, it is trying to bring them 
together to listen to each other, to pray 
together and to try together to listen to the 
Holy Spirit.
 Some “loud, shrill” voices have and con-
tinue to criticize the synods as organized by 
Pope Francis, he said. But looking at the 
summaries of the listening sessions sent in 
by bishops’ conferences around the world, 
“they were not so dissimilar. There was, in 
fact, a great unity.”
 Other Christians are facing similar ques-
tions about mission and ministry in the 
modern world, he said, and his hope is that 
the participation of ecumenical experts, 
observers and guests and the ecumenical 
prayer vigil Sept. 30 in St. Peter’s Square 
“will lead to a new springtime of ecumen-
ism.”
 Brother Alois, whose Taizé Commu-
nity will offer a full program for young 
people Sept. 30-Oct. 1 in Rome, said the 
ecumenical prayer and synod participation 
acknowledge the unity of Christians in 
a common baptism, a unity that must be 
perfected, but is still real.
 The prayer vigil with Pope Francis, he 
said, will “underline the importance of 
praying together in this time of growing 
polarization in our societies and in our 
churches.”
 Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church’s representative 
to the Holy See, said a process that begins 
with listening to one another and praying 
together are key to a synod process that 
seeks the input of the Holy Spirit.

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis 
has advanced the sainthood cause of a 
Spanish poet-priest who was a member 
of the Spanish Royal Academy.
 The pope Jan. 19 signed decrees rec-
ognizing that each of the six candidates 
heroically lived the Christian virtues. 
Beatification will require a miracle at-
tributed to the candidate’s intercession, 
and canonization – a declaration of 
sainthood – will require an additional 
miracle.
 Among the causes that were ad-
vanced was that of the Spanish poet and 
priest, Father Miquel Costa i Llobera 
who was born in 1854 and died in 1922.
 He studied in Rome at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University and was ordained 
a priest in 1888. He ministered in 
Majorca and was renowned for his 
speaking and preaching abilities.
 He wrote predominantly in Catalan 
and his poetry was highly praised; he 
was made a member of the Spanish 
Royal Academy in 1902.
 Italian Father Gaetano Mauro, who 
founded the Congregation of Rural 
Catechists, was born in 1888 and died 
in 1969. He had served as a military 
chaplain during World War I and ended 
up in the Katzenau internment camp in 
Austria.
 He went to Calabria after the war and 
sought to alleviate the intense poverty 
and lack of religious instruction among 
the farmers by dedicating himself to 
evangelization and promoting their 
human dignity.

Pope advances the sainthood causes 
of six candidates, including a poet

 He founded an association for teach-
ing church doctrine in rural areas, 
which later became a religious congre-
gation.
 The other decrees pertained to the 
causes of:
 • Italian Father Giovanni Barra, who 
was born in 1914 and died in 1975 and 
was dedicated to reaching out to young 
people and using culture as a way to 
open people’s minds and share the 
Gospel.
 • Marianist Father Vicente López de 
Uralde Lazcano, who was born in Spain 
in 1894 and died in 1990. He was a 
popular confessor who spent long hours 
in the confessional; he was known for 
being welcoming, listening and sharing 
God’s mercy.
 • Sister Maria “Diomira” Allegri, a 
member of the Congregation of Sisters 
Established in the Charity of the Good 
Shepherd, was born in Italy in 1651 
and died in 1677 at the age of 26. She 
sought God’s will in prayer and serv-
ing others. Tradition holds that when 
she was 7 years old, she survived a 
devastating earthquake when a young 
boy appeared in her room and put her 
in an outdoor courtyard as her house 
collapsed.
 • Bertilla Antoniazzi, an Italian lay-
woman, was born in 1944 and died in 
1964. At the age of 8, she was struck by 
rheumatic heart disease, which left her 
hospitalized often and physically weak. 
She was a member of Catholic Action 
and other volunteer organizations and 
prayed for those who were more ill than 
she was.
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Up and down the diocese

Around and About
 North Canton, Ohio — Magnificat 
of Stark County, a ministry to Catholic 
women, will sponsor a breakfast at Wash 
University Barrette Center, 2020 E. Maple 
St., March 11. Emily Whiting of Wad-
sworth, Ohio, will be the guest speaker. 
Reservations cost $25 by mail and $26 
online at magnificatstark.weebly.com. 
The breakfast will include open seating. 
Doors open at 8:30 a.m.; break will begin 
at 9 a.m. There will be an optional Mass 
at 8 a.m. in Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Chapel at the university. For additional 
information about reservations or meal 
requirements, telephone Sally Kohring at 
(330) 484-1623. Reservations cannot be 
accepted after Feb. 25.
 Steubenville — St. Paul Center for 
Biblical Theology and Scott Hahn, founder 
and president of St. Paul Center and 

theology professor at Franciscan University 
of Steubenville, have produced a 12-part 
Bible study, “Holy is His Name.” The 
series will be available to stream for free 
in Lent 2023 (Ash Wednesday is Feb. 22). 
For additional information or to register, 
visit www.stpaulcenter.com/holystudy.
 Weirton, W.Va. — A parish Lenten mis-
sion will be held at St. Joseph the Worker 
Church, 229 California Ave., March 13-15. 
John Bergsma, an author and Franciscan 
University of Steubenville professor of 
theology, will be lead the mission. His 
talk will be on spiritual warfare and the 
Eucharist. Following each presentation, 
a meet and greet/book signing will take 
place concurrently with confessions being 
heard. The event is free, but registration is 
required. For additional information or to 
register, visit www.stjoeweirton.com.

 ANN ARBOR, Mich. — A permanent 
exhibit, “Who is the Man of the Shroud,” is 
located at St. Thomas the Apostle Church, 
530 Elizabeth St., Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
 The exhibit is a project of the Othonia 
International, an “association whose 
objective is to contribute to the preser-
vation, promotion and dissemination of 
knowledge related to the Shroud of Turin 
to all peoples and cultures of the world in 
order to promote its knowledge for future 
generations,” according to its website. “Its 
main objective is to manage and foster 
scientific, cultural, historical, religious and 
charitable initiatives related to the Shroud 
of Turin in a spirit of openness, sharing and 
dialogue.”
 The items arrived at St. Thomas on the 
Epiphany in 2022. The inauguration cer-
emony took place Oct. 7.
 The exhibit offers a facsimile of the 
shroud after the 2002 restoration; a histori-
cal didactic journey from the beginning to 

the present day; a presentation of the scien-
tific debate on authenticity; an iconography 
of the shroud; a bronze sculpture of the man 
of the shroud, which is the work of Luigi E. 
Mattei; holograms of the man of the shroud 
in a three-dimensional projection; the Pas-
sion of the Christ in light of the shroud; 
reconstruction of some of the objects in 
the Passion (nails, crown of thorns and 
scourges; and a scale reproduction of the 
Holy Sepulcher in Jesus’ time. 
 Tours of the exhibit are free and offered 
only by appointment by emailing shroud@
sta2.org. The opening hours by reservation 
only are 5 p.m., 6 p.m. and 7 p.m., Mon-
days; and 4 p.m. and 5 p.m., Fridays. The 
guided tour of the exhibit is approximately 
45 minutes. If a different day is needed for 
a visit, it can be specified in the reservation 
form. 
 For additional information, visit https://
sta2.org/church/the-shroud or www.
othoniainternational.org.

Permanent Shroud of Turin exhibit 
in Michigan is open for free tours

First-ever collection for Steubenville Priests’ Retirement Plan is Feb. 4-5
 STEUBENVILLE — The Diocese of 
Steubenville will hold its first-ever col-
lection for the Steubenville Priests’ Retire-
ment Plan in parishes during the weekend 
of Feb. 4-5.
 According to information in several par-
ish bulletins, “This is an effort to help the 
plan to become fully funded.” 
 The announcement reads: “Please be 

mindful that this is a new and distinct 
collection from the Collection for Retired 
Religious. The Collection for Retired 
Religious that was taken up in December 
is specifically for sisters and brothers 
belonging to religious orders. The priests of 
our diocese receive no benefit whatsoever 
from that collection. We have opted to 
initiate an annual collection specifically for 

the retirement plan to which our diocesan 
priests belong.”
 The information continues: “We face 
the same dilemma as religious communi-
ties – namely more elderly priests entering 

retirement and fewer younger priests still in 
ministry generating support for the retire-
ment plan.”
 For additional information about the 
collection, contact your parish pastor. 

Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity Helen Marie Paul and Mariadele 
Jacobs of St. Benedict Convent, Cambridge, present a vocational talk to 16 
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults candidates and their sponsors at the 
Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, Jan. 16. The sisters shared 
their own vocational stories, spoke about their ministries and played a video 
called “Hope,” which showed the many missions where the Franciscan 
Sisters of Christian Charity serve. Cards were handed out to the attendees 
with information about the Franciscan Sisters in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 
(Photo provided by Sister Sharon Paul)

Sisters give vocational talk to OCIA

Knights of Columbus Council 1641, Cambridge, recently hosted a 
free-throw contest. Winners pictured, from left, are Camryn Moore, 
Jacob Padden, organizer; Kaden Mitchell, Jack Farley, Rylan Rus-
sel, Grand Knight Steve Weir and Murdock Springer. (Photo provided)

K of C holds free-throw contest

 Cambridge — St. Benedict School will 
hold an annual auction and raffle at the 
school gymnasium, March 4. A silent auc-
tion will be held from 8 a.m.-10 a.m., and 
the live auction will begin at 11 a.m. The 
raffle drawing will take place at 3 p.m. All 
proceeds will benefit St. Benedict School. 
For additional information, contact the 
school office at (740) 432-6751.
	 Miltonsburg/Woodsfield — St. John 
the Baptist Parish, Miltonsburg, and St. 
Sylvester Parish, Woodsfield, will spon-
sor a parish mission with Congregation of 

the Holy Cross Father John Eudes Brohl, 
Feb. 25-28. He will preach at the 5 p.m., 
Feb. 25, and 8:30 a.m., Feb. 26, Masses at 
St. Sylvester Church, as well as the 10:30 
a.m. Mass, Feb. 26, at St. John the Baptist 
Church. A talk on mental prayers will be 
given at 6 p.m., Feb. 26, at St. Sylvester 
Church. On Feb. 27, he will preach and 
concelebrate the 8:30 a.m. Mass and give 
a presentation at 6 p.m. on “Lectio Divina” 
at St. Sylvester Church. On Feb. 28, he will 
preach and concelebrate Mass at 9 a.m. and 
give a talk at 6 p.m. on the “Hidden World 

of Angels” at St. John the Baptist Church. 
For additional information, contact the 
parish office at (740) 472-0187.
 Wintersville — Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish Catholic Woman’s Club will hold 
a soup sale following the 9:30 a.m. Mass, 

Feb. 12, at the church. Bean, chili, green 
pepper, Italian vegetable, sausage and 
wedding soups will be available for sale at 
$7 per quart. There will be no presales. For 
additional information, contact the parish 
office at (740) 264-0868.
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By Francesca Pollio Fenton
Catholic News Agency

 DENVER — Sister André Randon, a 
French nun and the oldest person in the 
world, has died at the age of 118, Jan. 
17.
 Sister André became the world’s oldest 
person April 19, 2022, when Kane Tanaka 
of Japan died at the age of 119, according 
to the Gerontology Research Group.
 “There is great sadness but ... it was 
her desire to join her beloved brother. For 
her, it’s a liberation,” David Tavella of the 
Sainte-Catherine-Laboure nursing home 
said.
 Born Lucile Randon Feb. 11, 1904, 
in Alés, France, she converted from 
Protestantism to Catholicism when she 
was 19. She served young children and 
the elderly at a French hospital until she 
became a nun at the age of 40. She joined 
the Daughters of Charity – founded by 
St. Vincent de Paul – in 1944. She took 
the name Sister André in honor of her 
deceased brother. 
 Seventy-six years later, Sister André 
moved to Toulon, in southern France, 
where she resided at the Sainte Catherine 
Labouré retirement home until death.
 In 2021, Sister André tested positive 
for COVID-19. She was isolated from the 
other residents but displayed no symptoms. 
 Asked if she was scared of COVID, 
Sister Andre told France’s BFM television: 

Sister André Randon
(Photo by EHPAD Sainte Catherine Labouré)

“No, I wasn’t scared because I wasn’t 
scared to die. ... I’m happy to be with you, 
but I would wish to be somewhere else 
–  join my big brother and my grandfather 
and my grandmother.”
 For her 115th birthday in 2019, Sister 
Andre received a card and a blessed rosary 
from Pope Francis, which she used every 
day.
 When she turned 116 in 2020, the Vin-
centian nun shared her “recipe for a happy 
life” – prayer and a cup of hot cocoa every 
day.
 According to the Gerontology Research 
Group, the world’s oldest person is now 
Maria Branyas Morera, age 115, a resident 
of Spain.

Sister Randon dies at the age of 118

Obituaries

 John E. Borkowski, 83, Piney Fork, St. 
Casimir, Adena, Jan. 16.
 John F. Callarik, 79, St. Joseph, 
Tiltonsville, Jan. 17.
 Thomas D. Chalfant, 71, Basilica of St. 
Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, Jan. 15.
 Leonard Corona, 97, Smithfield, St. 
Adalbert, Dillonvale, Jan. 11.
 Mary E. Crane, 81, Triumph of the 
Cross, Steubenville, Jan. 11.
 Ethel M. Edzkowski, 95, St. Joseph, 
Tiltonsville, Dec. 25.

 James E. Hogan, 76, St. Joseph, 
Tiltonsville, Oct. 12.
 Peter P. Ignacak, 79, St. Clairsville, St. 
Joseph, Bridgeport, Jan. 24.
 Barry L. Nicholas, 72, Triumph of the 
Cross, Steubenville, Jan. 14.
 Michael V. Nowak, 54, Shadyside, St. 
Joseph, Bridgeport, Jan. 8.
 Frank Paliswat, 70, St. Mary, Shadyside, 
Jan. 6.
 Paul Paolucci, 63, St. John, Bellaire, 
Jan. 7.
 Dorothy Schiefer, 93, St. Francis 
Xavier, Malvern, Jan. 14.
 Joseph C. Slivinski, 85, Dillonvale, St. 
Adalbert, Jan. 17.
 Patricia L. Thieman, 80, Waterford, St. 
John the Baptist, Churchtown, Jan. 21.
 Linda J. Wymer, 75, St. Joseph, 
Tiltonsville, Jan. 5.

 Paul Bahen of Columbus, Ohio – 
brother of Colleen Bahen, director; notary; 
secretary; and ecclesiastical notary in the 
Diocese of Steubenville Office of Church 
Law – died Nov. 24 at the age of 57. A 
memorial Mass was celebrated at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church, Toronto, Jan. 27.

Pope Francis visits the tomb of St. Paul during an ecumenical evening prayer 
service at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

God	‘suffers’	when	believers	injure,	ignore	those	God	loves,	pope	says
By Cindy Wooden

Catholic News Service
 ROME — God suffers and grieves when 
those who profess to believe in him do not 
love the people he loves and do not work 
for the justice he desires, Pope Francis 
said.
 “God suffers when we, who call our-
selves his faithful ones, put our own ways 
of seeing things before his, when we 
follow the judgments of the world rather 
than those of heaven, when we are content 
with exterior rituals yet remain indifferent 
to those for whom he cares the most,” the 
pope said in his homily Jan. 25 at an ecu-
menical evening prayer service.
 Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Anglican 
and Protestant representatives joined the 
pope at Rome’s Basilica of St. Paul Outside 
the Walls for vespers closing the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. Members of 
the Ukrainian Council of Churches and 
Religions joined the mostly Rome-based 
religious leaders for the service.
 The Vatican Dicastery for Promoting 
Christian Unity and the Commission on 
Faith and Order of the World Council 
of Churches entrusted the preparations 
of the 2023 week of prayer to a group 
convened by the Minnesota Council of 
Churches.

Pope Francis celebrates an ecumenical evening prayer service marking 
the end of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at the Basilica of St. Paul 
Outside the Walls in Rome Jan. 25. (CNS photo/Guglielmo Mangiapane, Reuters)

 Acknowledging “the injustices perpe-
trated in the past against native peoples 

and in our own day against African Ameri-
cans,” Pope Francis said, the group chose 
as the theme for the week “Do good; seek 
justice” from Isaiah 1:17.
 In the face of “various forms of con-
tempt and racism, before indifference, 
lack of understanding and sacrilegious 
violence, the word of God admonishes 
us: ‘Learn to do good, seek justice,’” the 
pope said. “It is not enough to denounce, 
we need also to renounce evil, to pass from 
evil to good.”
 “In other words,” he said, God’s “ad-
monishment is meant to change us.”

 In Isaiah’s time – and even today, the 
pope said, “it was generally thought that 
the rich, who made great offerings and 
looked down upon the poor, were blessed 
in God’s eyes. Yet this was, and is, com-
pletely to misunderstand the Lord. It is 
the poor that Jesus proclaims blessed, and 
in the parable of the final judgment, he 
identifies himself with those who hunger 
and thirst, the stranger, the needy, the sick 
and those in prison.”
 Even more, Pope Francis said, God is 
offended by “sacrilegious violence,” the 
violence of destroying another person, 
made in God’s image and likeness.
 “We can imagine with what suffering 
he must witness wars and acts of violence 
perpetrated by those who call themselves 
Christians,” the pope said.
 With all the knowledge people have 
of spirituality and theology, he said, “we 
have no excuses” to believe that God 
would want faith to be used to harm an-
other.
 “Still, there are those who appear to 
feel encouraged or at least permitted by 
their faith to support varieties of narrow 
and violent nationalism, xenophobia 
and contempt, and even the mistreat-
ment of those who are different,” the 
pope said.
 In fidelity to God, he said, “we must be 
opposed to war, to violence and to injustice 
wherever they begin to appear.”
 Pope Francis prayed that St. Paul would 
“help us to change, to be converted; may 
he obtain for us something of his own 
indomitable courage.”
 Such courage is needed to continue on 
the path to full Christian unity, he said, 
and to overcome the temptations to be 
impatient or to focus only on the needs of 
one’s own church.
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Parishioners donate nearly 2.3 million dollars to the 2022 DPSC

 In addition to supporting the parishes (through 
rebates), the DPSC provides funding for essential 
diocesan ministries and services, including: 
educating seminarians (our future priests), 
caring for retired priests, providing a voice 
for news, evangelization and church teaching 
(especially through The Steubenville Register), 
training religious educators, feeding families in 
need, promoting the sanctity of life, providing 
administrative and facilities support for parishes 
and schools, and so much more. These funds make 
it possible to continue the mission of the church 
here in the Diocese of Steubenville.

 Why do we have a diocesan goal? 
How is this money used?

Amount received:
$2,278,303
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